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My German People, 


When the German people, trusting to the assurances given 
in President Wilson’s Fourteen Points, laid down their arms in 
November 1918, that marks the end of a fateful warfare for 
which perhaps individual statesmen, but certainly not the peoples 
themselves can be held responsible. The German nation fought 
so heroically because it was fighting in the sacred conviction 
that it had been wrongfully attacked, and that therefore right was 
on its side. Of the magnitude of the sacrifices which the German 
pepe -- having to rely almost entirely on its own resources ~ 
made during those years, other nations can scarcely have any 
conception. If, in the days following the armistice, the world 
had stretched out a hand to its vanquished opponent in the spirit 
of fairness, mankind would have n spared endless sorrow 
and countless disappointments. 


It was the German people who suffered the deepest disappoint- 
ment. Never has a conquered nation so earnestly striven to help 
heal the wounds of its former enemies, as did the German 
nation in the long years in which it fulfilled the conditions which 
had been imposed upon it. If all these sacrifices have not led to 
real, lasting peace between the nations, the cause of this is to be 
found in the very nature of a treaty which, by its attempt to 
perpetuate the discrimination between victors and vanquished, 
could not but perpetuate hatred and enmity. The nations could 
rightly have expected that out of this greatest war of all times, 
the lesson might have been learned that, especially for European 
nations, no possible gain could compare with the immensity of 
the sacrifice. As, therefore, in this treaty the German nation was 
charged to destroy its armaments in order to make world-disarma- 
ment possible, countless millions believed that this demand was 
the sign of growing enlightenment. 

The German people destroyed their arms. 

Believing that their former-enemies would fulfil their part of 
the treaty obligations, the German people honoured their side of 
_ the bargain with almost fanatical sincerity. Land, naval and air 
material was destroyed in countless numbers. In place of an army 
which had once numbered a million, a small professional army, 
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with utterly inadequate arms, was established in accordance with 
the demands of the victor powers. The political destinies of the 
nation were at this time in the hands of men whose outlook had 
its roots in the world of the victor states. The German nation 
had every right to expect that, if for this reason alone, the rest of 
the orld would keep its word in the same way that the German 
people, by the sweat of their brows, in deep distress, and under 
terrible deprivations, were fulfilling their part of the agreement. 

No war can freeze the stream of time, no peace can be the 
perpetuation of war. A time must come whien victor and. van- 
quished must find the way once more to common understanding 
and mutual trust. 


One and a half decades the German nation has waited in 
the hope that the end of the war would at length lead to 
the end of hatred and enmity. The object of the Treaty 
of Versailles did not seem, however, to give mankind a 
lasting peace, but rather to perpetuate hatred for ever. 


The results vere inevitable. When right definitely yields to 
to might, a permanent state of uncertainty will be the consequence 
and hamper and interfere with all normal functions in the life of 
nations. When the Treaty was concluded, it was forgotten that 
the world could not be reconstructed by the slave-wor. oF. a violated 
nation, but only by the trustful co-operation of all, and that for this 
end, the primary necessity was the destruction of the war psychosis. 
It is clear that the problematical question of war-guilt cannot be 
historically settled by the victors compelling the vanquished to 
sign a confession of their guilt. The ultimate war-guilt can, 
surely, best be seen from the contents of the dictated treaty itself. 


The German nation is profoundly convinced that it has 
no responsibility for the o ak of the War. 


The other actors in that tragedy probably have the same con- 
viction. How much the more necessary is it then that all should 
strive that from such a general conviction of innocence, a permanent 
feeling of enmity should not arise, and that the remembrance of 
this catastrophe should not serve the artificial cultivation of such 
a feeling. The unnatural perpetuation of the terms “victor’ and 
“vanquished” must not be allowed to give rise to a permanent 
inequality which fills the one with a pardonable conceit but the 
other with an ineradicable bitterness. 


It is not a matter of chance that after a disease, which has 
so long been artificially protracted, certain unpleasant symptoms 
have made their appearance in the human body corporate. 
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A wasting away of commercial activity was succeeded by a no 
less dangerous fever in the world of politics. 


What was the sense of the World War if it procured not only 
for the vanquished but also for the victors nothing but a series 
of economic catastrophes? The prosperity of nations has not 
increased and their political fortunes as well as human content- 
ment have really not undergone any profound change for the 
better! The armies of unemployed developed into a new estate 
in society, and just as the economic structures of nations have 
been shaken to their very foundations, so have alarming cracks 
begun to appear in the social structures. 


It was Germany that had to suffer most under these results 
of the Treaty, and the general insecurity which has arisen there- 
from has affected Germany more than any other nation. The 
unemployed figure rose fo a third of the number normally 
employed in the nation. That means, however, that in Germany, 
with a population of 65 millions, counting the families of the 
unemployed, 26 million people had not only no subsistence, but 
the future held absolutely nothing in store for them, — 


It was only a question of time when this army of 
economic outcasts would have become an army of fanatics 
politically and socially estranged from the world. 


One of the oldest nations in the modern civilized world 
stood, with 6 million Communists, on the brink of a catastrophe 
to which only the stupid could be blind. Had the red fire spread 
over Germany, the western countries of Europe would soon have 
learnt that it was not a matter of indifference to them whether, on the 
Rhine and on the North Sea, a revolutionary and expanding Asiatic 
power stood watch, or whether the land was populated by peaceful 
German peasants and working men who wished only to earn their 
daily bread in friendship with their neighbours of the western world. 


In saving Germany from this threatening catastrophe the 

National Socialist movement saved not only the German 

nation but also did a peice service to the whole of 
urope. 


And this National Socialist revolution had but one aim: The 
restoration of order in our own country, the providing of work and 
bread for our starving masses and the proclamation of honour, 
loyalty and decency as the ground bases of our national morale, 
and this can do no harm to other nations but only be of the 
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highest general good. If the National-Socialist movement had not 
represented the highest of ideals, it could never have succeeded 
in saving our nation from the final catastrophe. To these ideals 
it has remained true, not only when it was struggling for power, 
but since it has attained that power. 

We it was who fought against whatever of depravity and lack 
of honour, of raud and corruption had raised its head in our 
nation since fateful. Treaty of Versailles. This movement it 
was that bound itself to restore the standards of truth, honour and 
decency without respect of persons. 


For eight months we have been conducting a fearless campaign 
against that Communism which is threatening our entire nation, 
our culture, our art and our public morals. We have made an 
end of denials of the Wy and the crying down of religion. 
We must humbly thank God that He has not permitted our fight 
against distress and unemployment, and for the saving of the 
German peasantry, to be in vain. 


Within the framework of a programme for which we 

had calculated four years, we have, in eight short months, 

reinstated in the process of production two and a quarter 
millions out of six million unemployed. 


The best witness to this tremendous achievement is the German 
nation itself. It will pore to the world how solidly it stands 
behind a regime which has no other purpose than by peaceful 
endeavour and a sturdy morale to co-operate in the reconstruction 
of a world which today is in an unhappy state. 


The world, however, which we are not harming in any way, 
and from which we only ask that it allow us to go about our 
business in peace, has been submerging us for months under a 
flood of untruths and calumnies. While in Germany the revo- 
lution was in process, which, unlike the French and Russian revo- 
lutions, did not indulge in massacres and murder hostages, did 
not, as in the times of the communes in Paris or the red revo- 
lutions in Bavaria and Hungary, destroy buildings and works of 
art by fire, but, on the contrary, smashed not one shop-window, 
plundered no shops and did not damage a single house, un- 
scrupulous agitators have been spreading a flood of atrocity stories 
which can be compared only with those that were manufactured 
by the same elements at the beginning of the War. 


Thousands of Americans, Englishmen and Frenchmen have 
visited Germany during these months, and have been able to 
testify as eye-witnesses that in no country in the world are law and 
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order better maintained than in present-day Germany, that in no 
country in the world are person and property more respected 
than in Germany, that on the other hand, there is perhaps no. 
country in the world where a more rigorous fight is put up against 
those criminal elements -who believe that they are at liberty to let 
loose their lower instincts to the detriment of their fellow-men. 
These elements and their Communist supporters are at present 
doing their utmost as emigrants to put honest and decent peoples 
against each other. 


The German nation has no reason to envy the rest of the 
world the acquisition of these elements. We are convinced that a 
few years will suffice to open the eyes of the decent members of 
other nations to the real value of these “worthy” elements, who 
in the effective rdle of political refugees, had disappeared from the 
scenes of their more or less unscrupulous, economic activities. 


But what would ihe world say about Germany if we had 
tried to stage a “Trial by Jury” in favour of an individual who 
had attempted to set the British Houses of Parliament on fire, a 
trial whose gs lg could be to place British justice and its 
administrators below the level of such a scoundrel? As a German 
and a National Socialist I should not be interested in standing up 
in Germany for a foreigner who, in England, had attempted to 
undermine the State and its laws, or even to burn down the 
artitectural prototype of the British Constitution, 


And even if this individual were a German — which disgrace 
I hope God would spare us —we should not protect him, but only 
deeply regret that such a misfortune had to come upon us and 
cherish only one desire, namely, that British justice might relentlessly 
free humanity from such a pest. 


But, on the other hand, we have sufficient pride to be indignant 
at a spectacle which, got up by obscure -elements, has the sole 
sales of exposing to shame and disgrace the German Supreme 

urt of Justice. And we deeply regret that such methods are 
being used to set against one another nations who, we know are, 
in reality, far superior to these elements, nations whom we wish 
to respect and with whom we should like to live in sincere 
friendship. - 

‘These pernicious and inferior individuals have succeeded in 
producing in the world a psychosis, a classical example of whose 
intrinsic unsound and hysterical inconsistency can be shown: for 
the same elements who make such a noise about the “oppression” 
and the “tyrannising’” of the unfortunate German people by the 
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National-Socialist rulers declare, on the other hand, with absolute 
shamelessness, that Germany's protestations of her desire for peace 
are worthless because they have been made by only a few National- 
‘Socialist ministers or the Chancellor of the Reich while the people 
are clamouring for war. Thus it.is that 


the German nation is to the world, now as to 
be pitied, as miserable and o |, tow, when it 
suits these elements, as brutal and aggressive. 


I welcome the sense of justice which prompted the French 
Prime Minister Daladier in his last speech to speak words of 
conciliation and understanding by which he has earned the gratitude 
of countless millions of Germans. 


National-Socialist Germany has no other wish than to direct 
the competition of European nations once more into those 
channels in which it has given to the whole of humanity both an 
example of honourable rivalry and those tremendous assets of 
civilization, culture and art which today enrich and beautify the world. 


We also heartily welcome the assurance which the French 
_Government under its present leader has given, that it does not 
desire intentionally to offend or humiliate the German nation. We 
are moved by the reference to the cobtuneey only too tragic fact 
that these two theo nations have, so often in their history, spilled 
the blood of their finest youths and men on the battlefield. 


I pee in the name of the entire German nation when I say 
that all of us most sincerely desire to root out an enmity whose 
sacrifices are out of all proportion to any possible gain. 


The German poops are convinced that their honour has 
remained pure and unstained upon a thousand battlefields, hak as 
they see in the French soldier only their ancient but glorious 
opponent. We, and the whole German nation, should all be happy 
at the thought that we could spare our children and our children’s 
children what we ourselves as honourable men have had to watch 
in the long and bitter years and have, ourselves, had to suffer. The 
history of the last hundred and fifty years, with all its various 
changes and chances, should have taught both at least one lesson: 
that important and permanent changes can no longer be purchased 
by a sacrifice of blood. J, as a National-Socialist, and all my 
followers, absolutely refuse, however, by reason of our national prin- 
ciples, to acquire, at the cost of the ‘ife-blood of those who love and 
are dear to us, men and women of a pregr nation, who, in an 

case, will never love us. It would be a day of untold blessing 
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for the whole of humanity if the two nations could once and 
for all banish the idea of force from their mutual relationships, 


the German nation is prepared to do this. 


While boldly asserting the rights which the treaties themselves 
give us I will, however, declare equally boldly that in future 
there will be for Germany 


no more territory conflicts © 


between the two countries. 


After the return of the Saar Basin to the Reich it would be 
insanity to think of a war between the two states. For such a war 
there could no longer be, from our point of view, any reasonable or 
moral excuse. 


For nobody could demand that millions of young lives should 
be destroyed in order to correct the present frontiers. Such a 
7b inal be of problematical extent and even more problema- 
tical worth. 


But when the French Minister President asks why German 
youth are marching, and are drawn up in regular formations, then I 
reply that it is not in order to demonstrate against France, but 
to show and give proof of that political determination that was 
necessary for the overthrow of Communism and which will be 
necessary in order to keep Communism in subjection. There is 
only one armed force in Germany and that is the Army. On the 
other hand, the National-Socialist organizations know only one 
range — and that is Communism. But the world must accept the 
fact that, in order to protect our nation from this danger, the 
German nation chooses these forms for its internal organization, 
which alone can provide a guarantee of success. 


If the rest of the world entrenches itself in indestructible 

fortresses, builds enormous flying squadrons, constructs 

gigantic tanks and casts huge guns, it cannot speak of 

a menace because German National Socialists march in 

fours completely unarmed, and thus provide the German 

national community with visible expression and effective 
protection. 


But when the French Minister President goes on to ask 
why Germany demands arms which would, after all, have to be 
abolished later, there is a mistake here. 


The German nation and the German Government have not 
asked for arms at ali, but for equality of rights. If the 

- world decides that ali weapons down to the last machine- 
gun are to be abolished, we are ready to join such a 
convention at once. If the world decides that certain 
weapons are to be destroyed, we are prepared to re- 
nounce them from the start But if the world sanctions | 
certain weapons for all nations, then, on principle, we are 
not prepared to allow ourselves to be excluded from this 

as an inferior nation. 


If we thus honourably maintain. our conviction, we are more 
reliable partners for the other nations than if we were prepared, 
in spite of this conviction, to accept humiliating and par tigen 
terms. For, with our signature we pledge an entire nation, whi. 
dishonorable and weak negotiators are merely disowned by their 
own nation. If we are ready to implement treaties with Englishmen, 
Frenchmen or Poles, then we desire from the start only to con- 
clude them with men who themselves think as 100-per-cent 
Englishmen, Frenchmen or Poles, and act on behalf of their nation. 


For we do not wish to conclude pacts with subordinate 
agents but treaties with nations. 


And, if we now take action against unscrupulous agitation, it 
is not the apaots but, unfortunately, the nations who will have 
to atone with their blood for the sins of this poisoning of the 
international atmosphere. 


Earlier German governmenis trustfully joined the League of 
Nations in the hope that it would prove to be a forum for a fair 
adjustment of national interests but, above all, for honest recon- 
ciliation between former opponents. 


But the prerequisite for this was the ition of the 
final restoration of the equality of rights of the 
German nation. 


The German nation took part in the Disarmament Conferehce — 
on the same condition. 


To be disqualified to the rank of a member without 

equal rights of such an institution or conference is an 

unb le humiliation for a nation of sixty-five millions 

with a sense of honour, and for a Government with an 
equally strong sense of honour. 
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The German nation has more than fulfilled its obligations 
with regard to disarmament, It is now the turn of the highly- 
armed states to fulfil similar obligations to no less extent. The 
German Government does not take part in this Conference in order 
to haggle for a few guns or machine guns for the German nation, 
but to co-operate as a factor with equal rights in the general appease- 
ment of the world. Germany has no less right to security than 
other nations. If the English Minister Mr. Baldwin represents it 
as obvious that, for England, disarmament can be understood only 
as the disarmament of the more highly-armed states simultaneous] 
with an increase of England’s armaments up to a common level, 
then it would be unfair to overwhelm Germany, with reproaches 
if, as a member of the Conference with equal rights, she maintains 
the same view in her own case. Germany's demand in this respect 
cannot constitute any menace to the ouher Powers. For the 
defensive works of other nations are constructed to withstand 
the most powerful offensive weapons, while Germanv does not 
demand any offensive weapons but only those defensive weapons 
which are not forbidden even in future but sanctioned for all 
nations. And in this case, too, Germany is ready from the start 
to be satisfied quantitatively with a minimum which is ow of all 
proportion to the gigantic stocks of offensive and defensive 
weapons of our former opponents. 


The intentional disqualification of our nation, however, 

contained in the fact that an obvious right is granted to 

every nation in the world and denied only to us, is felt 

by us to be the perpetuation of a discrimination that is 
intolerable for us. 


I already stated in my peace speech in May that under such 
conditions we should, to our regret, no longer be in a position 
to belong to the League of Nations or to take part in international 
conferences. 


The leaders of the New Germany have nothing in common 
with the traitors in office of November 1918. 


All of us, Tipe like every decent Englishman and every decent 
Frenchman, did our duty to our country at the risk of our lives. 
We are not responsible for the war, and we are not responsible 
for what happened during the war, and we only feel ourselves 
responsible for what ey man of honour had to do when his 
nation was in need and tor what we also did. We cling to our 
nation with the same unbounded love that !eads us whole-heartedly 
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to desire with other nations an understanding which we also 
endeavour to arrive at, wherever we are given the possibility of doing 
50. But, as the representatives of an honourable nation and as men 
of honour, it is impossible for us to be members of institutions on 
terms that are bearable to only a man without a sense of honour. 
As far us we are concerned, there may formerly have been men 
who may have believed that they could be parties to international 
agreements on such oppressive terms. It is not worth while 


exaniining the question as to whether they were the best men of our 
nation, but it is certain that they were not supported by the best 
of our nation. The world can have an interest in dealing only 
wiih the men of honour and not with the doubtful characters in 
a nation, and in concluding agreements with the former and with 
no others. But it must then, for its part, take into account the 
honourable feelings and susceptibilities of such a regime, just as 
we are thankful to be able associate with men of honour. 


But this is all the more necessary as it is only in such an 
atmosphere that the measures are to be found that lead to a real 
appeasement of the nations. For the only possible spirit for such 
a conference is one of honest understanding, or else all these 
endeavours are doomed to failure from the start. 


Since we have gathered from the official representatives 

of a number of Great Powers that these Powers are not 

prepared to consider real equality of rights for Germany 

at present, it is also impossible at present for this 

Germany to continue to impose her company on other 
nations in such an unworthy position. 


The threats of force, if put into practice, could only 
anount to breaches of international law. 


‘The German Government is most profoundly convinced that 
its appeal to the whole German nation will prove to the world 
that the Government's love of peace, and also its views on the 
subject of honour, represent the longing for peace and the code 
of honour of the entire nation. 


In order to prove this assertion, I have decided to request the 
Reich President to dissolve the German Pagers $ and, ata 
General Election combined with a plebiscite, to provide the German 
nation with the opportunity of 


making a historical declaration, 


not only in the sense of approving the Goverument’s principles, 
but also in that of an unconditional association with them. 
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May the world be convinced by this declaration that, in this 
struggle for equality of rights and honour, the German nation 
declares that it holds identically the same views as its Government, 
but that both are inspired at heart by no other wish than to 
co-operate in putting an end to an era of tragic errors and 
regrettable quarrelling and fighting among those who, as the 
inhabitants of the continent in cultural importance the greatest of all, 
have: a common mission to fulfil in future towards the whole of 
humanity. May this great demonstration by our nation in favour 
of peace and honour be successful in providing the internal 
relations of the European states with that pre-requisite necessary, 
not only for putting an end to the quarrels and disputes of 
centuries, but also for the building up afresh of a better community 
of nations, namely 


the recognition of a higher common duty arising out of 
common equal rights. 


